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This book provides an entirely new view of acute ureteric obstruction in a stimulating and well-thought-out manner; it will be interesting and thought-provoking for all who have to deal with patients suffering from acute obstructive uropathy. J E A WICKHAM Urinary Tract Infection and its Management edited by Donald Kaye MD ppxi+290 illustrated £10.10 Saint Louis: C VMosby 1972 London: Henry Kimpton This is a useful small book bringing together most of the recent knowledge on urinary infection, its diagnosis and treatment. There are two comprehensive chapters on the diagnosis and localization of urinary tract infection and an interesting account of the pathology of pyelonephritis as at present understood. There is an exhaustive chapter on radiological diagnosis which does not restrict itself to the problem in hand, and a somewhat undergraduate chapter on renal function which appears to stray widely from the main point of its relation to urinary infection. The chapters on the epidemiology of urinary infection could possibly have been expanded a little with regard to adults. The contribution by Dr Kunin on children is an excellent summary of the present position. The section on management and treatment of urinary tract infection gives a nicely balanced approach to the therapeutic jungle. Unhappily the section on surgery and management of patients with urinary infection is totally inadequate and considers only the pediatric aspect. There is no mention of the treatment of infected calculus in the adult or of the problems of bladder neck obstruction in the elderly.
In all, this book contains much useful information which could have perhaps been presented a little more concisely. The volume can, however, be recommended as a reasonable reflection of current thought. The purpose of this book, as the authors state in their preface, is to provide background knowledge for dental surgery assistants and other ancillary workers. As a reference book it has a lot to commend it, and a considerable effort has been made to cover as broad an area of a very large subject as possible, though some subjects could have been dealt with more fully. The text is well set out, with good clear headings, and is generally lucid and easy to read.
In many cases technical terms are used without prior definition, and this could well detract from the clarity of the discussion. There are very useful lists of definitions of various terms in different sections of the book; it would perhaps be more useful to have one complete glossary of all the more important technical terms. Understanding might well have been facilitated if dental anatomy, physiology and pathology had been included near the beginning of the book rather than towards the end.
It is not easy to condense such a large sub*ject into a book of this size in language understandable to the intended reader and the authors have made a very laudable attempt to cover a very large and difficult subject which is much in need of inter- Wider applications of computer techniques are discussed, and an understanding of the principles of the computer urged if it is to be quickly mastered and exploited as a tool in the hands of the clinician.
Radiotherapists and other clinical specialists alike will find this book a stimulating and informative introduction to the subject. The development of new techniques, particularly gas-liquid chromatography, has permitted the identification of a new range of inborn errors of metabolism characterized by the accumulation in the blood and excretion in the urine of ninhydrinnegative organic acids. For the nonspecialist the field is bewilderingly complex and therefore the proceedings of a symposium devoted to this subject is a timely and very helpful summary of the state of knowledge in July 1972. It is likely, however, as indicated by the review of ketotic hyperglycinwmia by Nyhan, Ando and Rasmussen, that the heterogeneity of these disorders is only just
